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Welcome to December’s issue of DSL & DT briefing. We 

hope that the countdown to Christmas allows everyone 

to stay healthy and well, ready to enjoy what hopefully 

will be, a normal Christmas holiday! Christmas can be 

one of the hardest periods for our vulnerable children 

so if there is any further support or advice you might 

need please do get in touch.  

A few reminders for DTs: 

• Academic data for the autumn term must be 

added to ePEP. If you need any assistance please 

contact your VS case worker and they will be only 

too happy to help. 

• Please check in with your children, Christmas can 

be a really triggering time for those not with their     

families. There are a few resources/website    

recommendations within this briefing to support 

you in schools with any discussion. 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 1st July 2025 we will be hosting our        

Annual Virtual School Conference at The Crowne Plaza 

Reading East (Wharfedale Road, Berkshire, South East, 

RG41 5TS). More details will be sent in the January DSL 

& DT briefing but please make note of the date.  

County Lines: Strategic Threat Report (NPCC 

and NCLCC, November 2024)  

The National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) and the Na-

tional County Lines Coordination Centre (NCLCC) has 

published its strategic threat report about county lines 

based on data from April 2023 to March 2024. 

Organised Crime Groups 

There are 1,447 Organised Crime Groups (OCGs) linked 

to County Lines, with the numbers of new OCGs and 

individuals linked remaining steady.  

Key Findings 

Key findings from the report indicate that county lines 

have become more localised, seeing a tripling of the 

number of lines that start and finish within the same 

police area. This means that drug runners, are travelling 

shorter distances and when found are usually in a   

different area of their city. It is likely that recruitment of 

children, often via social media, will also calls or texts). 

Online drug markets using social media is more often 

used for cocaine, cannabis, MDMA and ketamine, with 

delivery to the end-user through the postal network. 

Links 

Download the County Lines: Strategic Threat Report 

here: https://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/county-lines

-are-changing-to-become-more-localised-reveals-new-

county-lines-strategic-threat-risk-assessment  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkcGO2yAURb_G3lRYBmMbFixatZG67gdEz_BiM8bg8nBG-fsqmUnVViN1yTncKz1d2PdzhA3NCi8weUYlZbzkFAuxPSd32OJTrJ1xstdTW6PhY8e1ULrta9zAh7PD4K-Yb2fvjBhUqzs1tr_t
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkcGO2yAURb_G3lRYBmMbFixatZG67gdEz_BiM8bg8nBG-fsqmUnVViN1yTncKz1d2PdzhA3NCi8weUYlZbzkFAuxPSd32OJTrJ1xstdTW6PhY8e1ULrta9zAh7PD4K-Yb2fvjBhUqzs1tr_t
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkcGO2yAURb_G3lRYBmMbFixatZG67gdEz_BiM8bg8nBG-fsqmUnVViN1yTncKz1d2PdzhA3NCi8weUYlZbzkFAuxPSd32OJTrJ1xstdTW6PhY8e1ULrta9zAh7PD4K-Yb2fvjBhUqzs1tr_t
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Managing a disclosure of sexual harassment or 
assault  

 
Ofsted’s review of sexual abuse told us that sexual    
harassment has become so commonplace in schools 
that young people don’t see the point in reporting    
incidents. If a young person chooses you as the person 
they trust with their disclosure, how you support them 
can have a profound impact on their lives.  
 

As we all know being an educational professional is  

never easy. We are acutely aware that dealing with  

parents, children,  older pupils and colleagues is all in a 

days work and presents ongoing challenges for our DSLs 

& DTs in schools. 

The disclosure of sexual harassment, assault or abuse 

to you can be one of the most difficult things you will 

face in your career. However when it occurs, which  

sadly it almost certainly will, it is important that you are 

prepared to handle it.  

The Brook Organisation, whose work has previously 

been featured in other briefings, have prepared a 

course intended to prepare you as much as possible for 

what to do and how to handle it. If you are interested 

please click here which will take you to the free course 

is to equip school staff with the skills and knowledge 

needed to confidently manage a student’s disclosure of 

sexual harassment or sexual assault or sexual abuse.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barriers for professionals to reporting abuse and  
Neglect 

 
This briefing shares experiences of adults working or 
volunteering with young people where they faced 
barriers to reporting abuse and neglect. This is drawn 
from contacts to the NSPCC Helpline and the        
Whistleblowing Advice Line in 2022/23.  
By better understanding barriers to reporting we can 
consider how they could be removed. 

The briefing identified gaps in knowledge and          
confidence for some professionals. 
 
The full report can be accessed here. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.brook.org.uk/product/managing-a-disclosure-of-sexual-harassment-or-assault/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/2024/barriers-for-professionals-to-reporting-abuse-and-neglect
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Don’t forget the virtual school are here to assist you should you require any support. You 

can email us at the following addresses and we    promise we will respond within 24 hours. 

Jane Everton Head of Virtual School and 
Vulnerable Learner Support  

Jane.Everton@wokingham.gov.uk 

Ruth Blyth Deputy Headteacher 

Ruth.Blyth@wokingham.gov.uk 

Kat Johnston Post 16 PEP Officer 

Kat.Johnston@wokingham.gov.uk 

Emma Griffith Early Years Officer 

Emma Griffith@wokingham.gov.uk 

Jessica McGinley UASC & PEP Officer  

Jessica.McGinley@wokingham.gov.uk 

Jenny Lucas Education Coordinator 

Jenny.Lucas@wokingham.gov.uk 
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